
Pastor General's Report, July 19, 1988

Dear Ministers,

Herbert W. Armstrong often pointed out, false conclusions are frequently based upon false premises. It is with this in mind that we must face the fact that certain aspects of our teachings about the earth before Adam are neither scientifically nor biblically defensible. I want to take the time in this issue of the "Pastor General's Report" to make clear what we, as the Church of God, do know, and perhaps more importantly, what we don't know about what we might call "pre-Adamic times."

First, let's consider what we do know. We know that God created the first man, Adam, about 6,000 years ago. We know that before Adam, no human existed who was created in the image of God -that is, created with the potential and capacity to possess the Holy Spirit and to ul​timately become part of the Family of God. And we do know that all matter and life were created by God. We do know that the theory of evolution is a false and unprovable theory.

But we must also be willing to face the fact that the overwhelming weight of scientific evidence indicates that there do exist bones, bones like those of humans, that date to a time before the creation of Adam. These bones apparently belonged to creatures that had an ap​pearance like man's. There is also much evidence that their dwelling places pre-date the time of Adam. God's Church does not deny that such bones exist. Nor does it deny that such crea​tures existed before Adam, nor that they were able to construct certain structures.

Now, God's ministers do not claim to be scientists. We have no need to personally prove the validity of the various dating methods used to demonstrate the ages of these pre-Adamic fossils. But there is one thing we will not and should not do. That is to refuse to accept, just because we find it hard to explain, the possibility of what science has apparently demonstrated to be true. We should realize that it is not out​side the realm of possibility that God created animals shaped like man in the times before the great destruction that preceded the re-creation. Nor is it im​possible that these same creatures had certain skills for building. After all, we do not find it impossible for bees to con​struct amazingly designed and executed hives, or for birds to build their nests, or beavers their dams. Orangutans and other creatures even have certain com​munal or group-living habits.

God's Church recognizes that there may well have existed the creatures that  scientists claim walked on the earth millennia before Adam. This, of course, changes i about the creation of Adam, the plan of God, God's purpose for man or any other as God's Word.

Exactly what God did and why He may have done things the way He did before Adam is not a matter of doctrine for His Church. We can speculate and conjecture about possibility that is as far as we have a need to take it. The important thing, and the point I am ma you ministers, is that we do not deny the possibility of the existence of some of the Adamic life forms. The Bible does not give us reason to deny their existence. Nor d Bible give us reason to disparage the validity of radiocarbon dating or the impact of radio dating on chronological matters in general. We simply leave paleontology and geology to paleontologists and the geologists.

Herman L. Hoeh is giving you more details (based on the stratigraphic record, hi documentation, dendrochronology and radiocarbon calibration) in his lecture abo Adamic times in the current Refreshing Program. But I felt it important to make the., comments to all ministers now so that we can have these things in perspective and all be ing the same thing. 
